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Abstract
This research paper delves into the works of the renowned artist Nasreen Mohammedi, with a specific focus on the role of line 
as the primary element in her artistry. Nasreen Mohammedi’s unique approach to using line in her artworks has captivated 
the art world for decades. Through an in-depth analysis of her oeuvre, this paper looks to decipher the significance of line 
in her artistic expression, its evolution over time, and its impact on the viewer. Additionally, this study examines the cultural 
and historical context that shaped Mohammedi’s artistry and the broader implications of her work in the contemporary art 
landscape. 

Keywords: Line, art, artistic expression, cultural context, contemporary art. 

Research Paper 

Introduction
Born in British India, Mohammedi’s early exposure 
to multiple cultural influences laid the foundation for 
her unique artistic approach. Her work straddles the 
boundaries of cultural and artistic traditions, blending 
Indian, Islamic, and Western elements into a coherent 
yet minimalist vision. This paper also discusses 
how Mohammedi’s personal and spiritual journey 
informed her practice and the emotional depth of her 
line-based compositions. By exploring her art in the 
context of contemporary and cultural discourse, this 
study highlights the lasting impact of Mohammedi's 
minimalist approach on the global art world. Nasreen 
Mohammedi was an influential artist whose works have 
left an indelible mark on the world of contemporary art. 
Her distinctive use of line as the primary element in her 
creations set her apart and drew both critical acclaim 
and a dedicated following. This paper aims to explore 
Nasreen Mohammedi’s artistic journey, highlighting 
the importance of the line as the fundamental element 
in her works. Nasreen Mohammedi (1937-2019) stands 

as a luminary figure in the realm of contemporary 
art, celebrated for her distinctive approach to artistic 
expression. Born in India, Mohammedi’s artistic 
journey traversed a trajectory defined by cultural 
diversity, personal evolution, and a profound mastery of 
the artistic element of line. Her oeuvre, spanning several 
decades, has left an enduring imprint on the art world, 
captivating both critics and art enthusiasts alike.
Nasreen Mohammedi’s artistic sojourn was not only a 
testament to her creative expertise but also a reflection 
of the intricate textile of influences that shaped her as 
an artist. Her upbringing in a multicultural background, 
marked by the coexistence of Indian, Persian, and 
Western artistic traditions, infused her work with a 
unique blend of cultural richness. This amalgamation of 
influences would later become a defining characteristic 
of her artistry.
One of the most remarkable aspects of Nasreen 
Mohammedi’s work was her profound exploration of 
the elemental power of line. Over the course of her 
career, she transitioned from intricate patterns and bold 
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strokes to embrace a minimalist aesthetic, with the line 
taking centre stage. This shift marked a pivotal moment 
in her artistic evolution, one that would come to define 
her as an artist renowned for her ability to communicate 
profound emotions and ideas through the purity and 
precision of line.
In the pages that follow, we embark on a comprehensive 
journey through Nasreen Mohammedi’s artistic life and 
legacy. This research paper endeavours to delve deeper 
into the significance of line as the main element in her art, 
unravelling its role in expressing emotion and energy. It 
will also explore the cultural and historical context that 
served as a backdrop to her creative endeavours and 
the enduring impact of her work on contemporary art. 
Through this exploration, I hope to shed light on the 
brilliance of Nasreen Mohammedi’s artistic vision and 
her lasting influence on the world of art.

Figure :1 The World of Abstraction: Through 
Nasreen Mohamedi

https://indiaartfair.in/the-world-of-abstraction-through-
nasreen-mohamedi

Literature Review
The works of Nasreen Mohammedi have been a subject 
of keen interest among art scholars and enthusiasts, 
eliciting a body of literature that delves into the 
multifaceted dimensions of her artistry, with a specific 
emphasis on the role of line as the central element.
Ahmed discusses Nasreen Mohammedi’s place in the 
context of contemporary Indian art. In this seminal 
work, Ahmed offers valuable insights into the broader 
landscape of contemporary art in India and how 
Mohammedi’s innovative use of line distinguishes her 
within this milieu. Ahmed posits that her work serves 
as a bridge between traditional Indian art forms and 
modernist sensibilities, with line acting as the conduit 
for this artistic fusion. (Ahmed)
Sardar offers a critical examination of Nasreen 
Mohammedi’s minimalist vision. In his comprehensive 

analysis, Sardar explores how Mohammedi’s gradual 
transition towards minimalism and her unwavering 
commitment to the use of line as the fundamental 
element in her compositions mark her as a visionary 
artist. Sardar emphasizes the ability of her art to convey 
profound emotions and ideas with an economy of form, 
displaying the power of line in its purest manifestation. 
(Sardar)
Smith contributes to the discourse by conducting a 
comparative analysis between Nasreen Mohammedi and 
other modernist artists. In this study, Smith investigates 
the common threads and distinctions in how various 
artists employ line as a creative tool. This comparative 
approach highlights Mohammedi’s unique mastery 
of the line, proving how she harnessed its potential 
to evoke emotion and energy, setting her apart in the 
modernist art canon. (Smith)
Kapoor provides an insightful exploration of the artistic 
evolution of Nasreen Mohammedi, with particular 
emphasis on her journey in line-based artistry. Kapoor 
traces the trajectory of her career, from early works 
characterized by intricate patterns to the emergence 
of her minimalist style. Kapoor's work underlines the 
significance of line as the driving force behind this 
transformation, elucidating the impact of cultural and 
personal influences on her artistic development. (Kapoor)
In the scholarly landscape, Nasreen Mohammedi’s 
artistry continues to garner attention and analysis. These 
critical examinations underscore the pivotal role of line 
in her work, offering a comprehensive perspective on her 
contribution to contemporary art and her unique ability 
to convey profound meaning through the simplicity and 
precision of line.

Research problem
The research problem in this paper addresses the gap 
in understanding how Nasreen Mohammedi's distinctive 
use of line operates as the central element in her art. 
This study seeks to bridge the gap between aesthetic 
interpretation and the deeper philosophical, cultural, 
and historical meanings embedded in her minimalist 
use of line. Additionally, it explores the gap in existing 
scholarship regarding the evolution of her line work and 
its emotional and conceptual impact on viewers within 
the broader contemporary art landscape.

Objectives of the Study
  To explore how Nasreen Mohammedi uses line as 

the main element in her artworks.
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  To examine the evolution of her use of line and its 
impact on viewers.

  To analyse the cultural and historical influences 
on her artistic vision.

  To investigate the spiritual and philosophical 
connotations of her minimalist approach

Scope
 • Focused Analysis on key works that exemplify 

her mastery of line.
 • Exploration of geometric abstraction and the 

meditative quality of her lines.
 • Contextual understanding of Mohammedi's 

influence in contemporary art and its broader 
implications.

Hypothesis
Nasreen Mohammedi’s use of line transcends mere visual 
aesthetics; it embodies philosophical and meditative 
reflections on time, space, and existence, which are 
deeply rooted in Eastern traditions. The hypothesis 
is that the minimalism of her lines invokes a spiritual 
experience that engages the viewer in introspection 
and contemplation, moving beyond the boundaries of 
traditional abstraction.

Relevance of the Study
This study is crucial as it deepens the understanding of 
how artists like Nasreen Mohammedi merge modernist 
practices with cultural and spiritual traditions. Her work 
not only holds a significant place in the history of Indian 
contemporary art but also challenges Western notions 
of minimalism by infusing it with philosophical and 
cultural depth.

Methodology
This research employed a multi-faceted method to 
comprehensively investigate Nasreen Mohammedi’s 
artistic works the method encompassed the following 
key components.
Visual Analysis: A detailed examination of selected 
works to understand how line is used to evoke different 
emotional, spatial, and philosophical elements.
Analysis of academic texts, reviews, and critical 
essays on Mohammedi's art, with particular attention 
to the scholarly discourse surrounding her minimalist 
techniques and use of line. Cultural Contextualization: 
Placing her work within the broader context of post-
colonial 

Indian art, as well as Islamic and Western art influences

Early Influences and Multicultural Upbringing:
Nasreen Mohammedi’s early life influenced her artistic 
development. Born into a multicultural environment, 
her family’s move to Mumbai exposed her to a blend 
of Indian and global art traditions. Growing up in post-
colonial India, she encountered both traditional Indian 
art and international modernist movements, which 
shaped her artistic voice.
Her education at St. Martin’s School of Art in London 
further immersed her in European avant-garde 
movements, refining her skills while connecting her 
to minimalist aesthetics. Despite these influences, 
Mohammedi maintained strong ties to Indian and Islamic 
art. The geometric patterns of Islamic architecture and 
the mindfulness of Indian miniature painting, with 
their emphasis on Line and repetition, deeply impacted 
her style. As her work evolved, Mohammedi’s early 
influences became more abstract, but the meditative 
precision of her line work remained central. This fusion 
of cultural and artistic traditions laid the foundation for 
her unique, spiritually resonant approach to minimalism.

Transition to Minimalism and Embrace of the 
Line
In the 1960s and 1970s, Nasreen Mohammedi transitioned 
from figurative art to a minimalist style, where the line 
became the central element of her compositions. Unlike 
many minimalist artists who focused on formalism and 
material reduction, Mohammedi’s approach was more 
introspective, blending precision with spirituality. Her 
use of line was not merely about creating form but about 
exploring space, time, and movement. The lines in her 
drawings, often meticulously crafted, seem to possess 
their own energy, extending beyond the boundaries of 
the page and creating a dialogue between stillness and 
dynamism.
A key aspect of Mohammedi’s work is the tension 
between the line and the surrounding space. Her 
compositions frequently feature delicate lines suspended 
in vast expanses of white, evoking a sense of infinity and 
the void. This play between form and emptiness reflects 
her engagement with Eastern philosophical ideas, 
particularly the concept of shunya, or nothingness. In 
Mohammedi’s hands, the line becomes more than 
a visual tool; it becomes a conduit for meditative 
reflection on the nature of existence, time, and the self. 
Her minimalist works invite viewers to slow down and 
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contemplate the delicate balance between form and the 
infinite space that surrounds it.

Figure : 2 Nasreen Mohamedi, Untitled, c.1975, ink 
and graphite on paper. Courtesy: the artist and Sikander 

& Hydari collection
https://www.frieze.com/article/nasreen-mohamedi-

vastness-again-again-2023-review

Exploring the Emotional Depth of Line:
Nasreen Mohammedi’s minimalist works, while 
formally precise, are imbued with deep emotional 
resonance. The line in her art is not merely a geometric 
tool but a medium for expressing complex emotions 
like longing, isolation, and transcendence. Her personal 
diaries, published posthumously, provide insight into 
her introspective nature and her philosophical concerns. 
These inner struggles are reflected in her work, where 
the line becomes a metaphor for the human experience—
fragile yet resilient, capturing both vulnerability and 
strength.
Mohammedi’s lines, though delicate, convey a sense of 
purpose and strength. What may appear simple reveals a 
nuanced interplay of tension and release, movement, and 
stillness, upon closer inspection. Each line is carefully 
considered, contributing to a composition marked by 
harmony and balance.
Mohammedi’s use of space further enhances the emotional 
depth of her work. The white spaces surrounding her 
lines are not empty but rich with meaning, reflective 
of Eastern philosophies where emptiness is generative. 
These spaces invite viewers to contemplate the present 
moment and explore the relationship between form and 
formlessness, presence, and absence, making her work 
meditative and profound.

Cultural and Historical Context
Nasreen Mohammedi’s work, while introspective, must 
be understood within the cultural and historical context 

of post-colonial India. The mid-20th century was a time 
of immense social and political change as India sought 
to redefine its national identity after British rule.

Figure :3 1980 ca. 49.9 cm x 66.3 cm ink & pencil 
on paper. Collection of Glenbarra Museum ©Estate of 
Nasreen Mohamed https://www.thefourdrinier.com/
nasreen-mohamedi-poetry-within-structure
Many Indian artists of the time addressed themes of 
nationalism and modernity, but Mohammedi’s focus 
was more universal, exploring themes like time, space, 
and existence rather than specific political issues.
Although she did not directly engage with contemporary 
political narratives, Mohammedi’s work reflects cultural 
influences. Her use of geometric abstraction aligns with 
the tradition of geometric design in Islamic art, which 
emphasizes line, symmetry, and repetition to evoke 
order and harmony. Her exposure to Western modernist 
artists, such as Kazimir Malevich and Agnes Martin, 
also shaped her approach to abstraction.
At the same time, Mohammedi’s practice carries a 
distinctly Indian sensibility. Her exploration of line 
and space resonates with the concept of shunya (the 
void) in Hindu and Buddhist philosophy. In this way, 
her art transcends cultural boundaries, creating a visual 
language that is both deeply personal and universally 
resonant.

Criticism and Discourse
Despite the increasing recognition of Nasreen 
Mohammedi’s work, her minimalist approach has not 
been without criticism. Some critics have questioned the 
simplicity of her compositions, arguing that her works 
lack the emotional and narrative depth found in more 
figurative art. Others have raised concerns about issues 
such as cultural appropriation, suggesting that her use of 
Islamic geometric motifs and Western modernist forms 
may have oversimplified or misunderstood the cultural 
contexts from which these elements originated.
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However, these critiques are part of the larger 
conversation about minimalism and abstraction in 
contemporary art. Mohammedi’s work encourages 
viewers to engage with these issues, to consider the 
ways in which cultural and historical contexts inform 
artistic practice, and to reflect on the role of the artist in 
translating complex ideas into visual form.
While these critiques are valid, they do not diminish the 
significance of Mohammedi’s contributions to the field 
of contemporary art. Her ability to convey profound 
emotions and philosophical ideas through the simplicity 
of the line has proved her as a pioneering figure in 
the world of minimalist abstraction. As scholars and 
curators continue to explore her work, Mohammedi’s 
place within the canon of modern art will undoubtedly 
become more secure.

Results
The analysis of Mohammedi's key works confirms that 
her lines, often sparse and precise, serve as metaphors 
for broader concepts such as infinity, existence, and 
meditative reflection. Her minimalist compositions, 
marked by the interplay of form and space, demonstrate 
how she used lines to represent a deeper philosophical 
inquiry into the nature of being.

Discussion (Conclusion)
Nasreen Mohammedi’s body of work represents a 
profound exploration of the line as both a visual and 
philosophical element in art. Her ability to transcend 
cultural and geographic boundaries through her 
minimalist compositions, while remaining deeply rooted 
in her Indian and Islamic heritage, marks her as a unique 
figure in the world of contemporary art. Mohammedi’s 
transition from figurative work to pure abstraction 
illustrates her deep commitment to distilling complex 
ideas—such as time, existence, and perception—into 
their most elemental forms.
Her use of the line, combined with her meticulous 
attention to space, form, and rhythm, goes beyond the 
formalist concerns of minimalism, engaging viewers in 
an emotional and meditative experience. Mohammedi’s 
exploration of line carries not only aesthetic power but 
also spiritual and emotional depth, reflecting her lifelong 
journey toward understanding the self and the universe.
As her legacy continues to grow, Nasreen Mohammedi’s 
contribution to modern and contemporary art is still 
significant. Her work challenges the often Western-
dominated discourse surrounding minimalism, offering 

a nuanced, globally informed perspective that bridges 
Eastern philosophies and Western art movements. Her 
minimalist drawings, marked by their precision and 
introspection, continue to inspire contemporary artists 
and audiences, ensuring that her influence will endure 
for generations to come. Mohammedi’s mastery of the 
line has redefined the boundaries of abstraction, proving 
that even the simplest of artistic elements can carry 
immense conceptual and emotional weight.
of simplicity in artistic expression, and her contributions 
to the world of contemporary art will undoubtedly 
continue to resonate for generations to come.
This positions her as a unique figure in the landscape 
of contemporary art, bridging Western abstraction with 
Eastern spiritualism.
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