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“Turab’s son, Sahibdad Khan that

the family came in to real prominence, for Sahibdad, was

the inventor of the Surbahaar or bass sitar. Sahibdad Khan

made a larger sitar with thick strings and of a beautiful

tone which he aptly named ‘Surbahar’ which mean

melody of string.”  
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“I am very fortunate in that we are instru-

mentalist from my father’s side and vocalist from my

mother’s side. By the time my father died, he had given

me five, six years of basic knowledge, the foundation,

techniques of left and right hands, riyaz bol taan. Imme-

diately after his dealth on one hand my father’s brother

(Wahid Khan) and on the other my mother’s father (Bande

Hussain Khan) both got me in their cluthes. Each morn-

ing for five years, my uncle would teach me Sitar and

Surbahar for three hours and in the evening for another

three hours my grandfather would sing while I would play

sitar.”

“Around 1942-43 when people like Mushtaq Hussain, the

vocalist, Pt. Onkarnath Thakur, Ustad Faiyaz Khan and

Razab Ali Khan heard me at conference, they started

saying “This boy is doing something new in the 800 years

history of the sitar, he is playing the ‘Gayaki Ang’, the

‘Khayal Ang’ on the sitar.” At that time even I did not

know that I had discovered. After that this style got so

popular that most of the instrumentalist, today fall back

on ‘Gayaki Ang.”
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