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The distinctive traditional styles of dhrupada the forrunner
of khayal were known as banis. Bani is the equivalent of
the Gharana in the sense of different styles of musical
compositions & for instance dagur bani, khandar bani,
Nauhar Bani and Gaurhar Bani. This word is still
commonly used in south India while referring to an
individual musician’s style of presentation of his or her
music-vocal or instrumental : the listener might say his
bani is pleasing etc.[2]
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