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“He (Amir

Khusro) was also a modifier of many instruments to which

he affined Persian names for an example he modified the

‘facts on the old’ parivadini or tritantri veena which means

‘Three stringed Veena’ in Sanskrit. He renamed it ‘Santar’

which literally means the same thing in Perisan. Today,

of course, this is known as Sitar”.
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“Formerly it was known as Seh – Tara – Ala

the name attributed to it by Hazrat Amir Khusru, who, it

is said, had modified a little in its structure since then it

has been improving in respect of its physical body and

elegance”. Bandhyopadhyaya, Shripada– Musical In-

struments of India – P. 45

“Central Asian Indian poet and musician,

Amir Khusrao (who lived in the court of the Delhi Sul-

tan Alauddin Khilji) invented the Sitar in the 13 th cen-

tury. He invented this instrument from a Persian instru-

ment known as ‘Ud’. Chaudhary, Prateek– Plucked in-

struments of northern India with special reference to si-

tar, P.2

“In ancient treaties we come across various

names of veena having only three strings, for instance

tritantri, trinari, tripari, trishavi, trichari and so on. It

is possible that Amir Khusrau tried to improve upon

one of the veenas then in vague and ended up by invent-

ing sitar.”S. Krishnaswami– Musical Instruments of In-

dia – P. 46




