Naad-Nartan Journal of Dance < Music

ISSN No. 2349-4654
Volume : 4, Issue : 1, January 2017

Role of music in institutional education

Rhiti Acharya

Research Scholar, Sangeet Bhavana, Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan, West Bengal

MUSIC is an inseparable part of general education.
Not only education, it is also an important part of life.
Music has it’s own language to express itself. It(Music)
helps bind pupils into the wider life of the school. From
school to college and university students, it is helpful to
develop their skills. Gurudev rabindranath Tagore says—
“In education, the most important factor must be the
inspiring atmosphere of creative activity.”[ 1]

Musical training helps to develop the students creativity,

memorization, emotions and many other things which is

too much helpful for their general studies. It also develops
their positive energy, imagination, intellectual curiosity etc.
It is also a part of relaxation. Not only school and college

education, music helps us to solve many kind of problems
throughout the life. That why,music education is an
essential part of institutional education.

Music education is not only concerned with musical
creativity in the present day. It took an essential part to
develop the student’s self growth and self-confidence.
These values are also the aims of music education. In
Rabindranath Tagore’s language—“I tried to educate them
through play- acting, through listening to music in a natural
manner, and not merely by class teaching. And this was
my method. [ know the children’s mind.”[2]

Musical training helps to develop the power of
memorization :

From childhood, every student must need to improve their
skill of memorization for their study. This kind of
development must have been possible very easily by music
learning. When students are learning music by hearing
the singing of their teacher and follow the same tune,
automatically their memory skill will be improved. When
they have to perform music, they are constantly using
their memory fro performing and gradually their
memorization power will be improved which is very useful
and important part of their education.
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Every music has its own rhythm which is based on
mathematics. Sometimes rhythms are equal to each other
and sometimes are unequal. But it has its own
mathematical way. When students learn music with
rhythm then its helpful for mathematical study. On the
other way, when students can understand the meaning of
a song they can get a joy and it is also helpful for their
literature study. They can get the internal meaning of
literature in their mind and memory. Romain Rolland
speaks—"“...It is not true that music has so abstract a
character, for she has an undoubted relationship with
literature, with the theatre and with the life of an
epoch...””[3]

In my thinking of view, music learning is essential for

institutional education because it is related to our education
of life which is started from educational institution where
our memory and mind will start to grow up.

Music education helps to develop students
imagination and creativity :

Music can create an imaginary world that stimulates a
child’s creativity. A boy can become a drama, a stick can
be transformed into a horn. They(children)make up songs
on give new words to old songs for pure enjoyment.
Through music and movement, children learn acceptable
outlets to express their feelings and relive tension. Music
may also convey a specific mood through which children
reveal their feelings and emotions. Deryck Cooke says—
“Music is, in fact, extra musical in the sense that poetry is
‘extra verbal’ since notes like words, have emotional
connotations; it is, let us repeat the supreme expression
of universal emotions in an entirely personal way, by the
great composers’’[4] In the early childhood years music
can help to grow up positive attitude towards learning and
curiosity of the children. Artistic education develops the
whole brain and child’s imagination.
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From birth through adolescence, the mental growth of
children shows about the same pattern as general physical
growth. There is also a gradual development in
understanding throughout life. One music teacher of
America says —“Music is the only one of the arts which
cannot corrupt the mind... It is this negative quality of
Music, the ideal of all art, that makes it so well suited to
serve as the first and foremost cultural art in the spiritual
education of the young”.[5]

In the adolescence period, students understandings of
abstract concepts continue to grow. Many times they are
interested in music, dance and art classes, because art is
apart of music. These kind of creative thinking may help
them to solve many kinds of problems and also help their
psychology development.

Music education helps to develope students
psychology :

Psychological development is a most important and
essential part of everyone’s life. After school period, the
students enter into their college life. It is a new part of
every students life. In this stage their mental and
psychological development increase very fast. They need
some proper guidance from their teachers and teacher
must have too careful about the students activity.
Sometimes when the students can’t express their feelings
by proper language, music is very much helpful to express
their feelings. In this way they can attached with music
and can get a proper good lesson for their whole life.
They can get these kind of proper education from their
music teacher and also from other teachers. Gradually
when they became mature by mentally and psychologically,
they can understand the internal language of music which
helps them to understand the meaning of life. In Herbert
Spencer’s word—“Every one of the alterations of voice
which we have found to be Physiological result of pain or
pleasure, is carried to its greatest extreme, in vocal
music.”[6]

Music helps to built up confidence level :

Music education helps to built up the confidence level of
students. When a student is being confident by his/her
mind then he/she can do any hard work more easily. They
can get a new courage from music which is helpful for
their study. In that way they will be self confident.
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Musical instruments helps to develop students
attention and Discipline :

The students are also motivated by instrumental music.
Students who learn to play an instrument can learn a
valuable lesson in discipline. By hearing the instrumental
beats they get more attentive and conscious. They can
able to set up their mind in one specific point. It is very
important for their education.

Music increased co-ordination :

Music insists the mentality of co-operation among the
students. When the students studying music together,
automatically the co-operative and helpful mentality grown
up in their mind. From this way, students get the inspiration
of teamwork.

Helps deifferently able students :

Music education is too much helpful for differently able
students. They can get a joy by learning vocal and
instrumental music. Their mind will be refreshed by
listening such kind of tunes.

Importance of Music Therapy :

Now a days, music therapy is very much applicable and
famous for many kind of diseases across the world. It is
proven by scientifically that it helps to remove so many
diseases, specially psychological diseases.

Music education by the support of Technology,
students get a better education :

In 21% century, technology leads an important role in any

kind of institutional education including music education.
Technology helps to deliver too much better education

from school to university level. The whole world is

connected to each other by the internet facility. In support
of internet, the school students can get the facility of smart-
classes and it is too much interesting and encouraging for
them. In college and university, the students get the e-

library facility where they are able to hear and see the

musical system of any institution across the world. Now

a days it is essential for any institution to develop the

students knowledge and skill for their future life. Students
can get the ideas of various kind of music around the

world from internet. Students and teachers are also

introduced with the educational system all over the world.
The students get a new path for future study from different
sources and they can think in different ways.
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Conclusion :

Many school administrators are open to the idea of music being taught as an extra-curriculum activity, very few
persons think of music as a necessary curricular subject. I believe, every learning institution like school, colleges and
universities must have music as a basic subject because it helps the students for solving their problems more than one
way and it is also helpful for their brain development and mental relaxation. I wish to quote some lines of an author
“Sound and rhythm are not in themselves music, but they are the stuff music is made of. Children are sound-
conscious - acutely sensitive to all the elements of sounds. If we wish to have real meaning in their, lives, we shall
educate through this interest.”[7]

Music is related to every educational subject like mathematics, literature etc. Music also helps to increase the students
aesthetical view in their proper age. It(music)giving them a gift which will last for a lifetime. In Bimal Roy’s words
“...amusical tone is capable of evoking any sentiment other than a feeling of pleasure, tension or irritation, a sense of
calm, tenderness or grandeur,... Experiment with tuning forks, pitch pipes, flutes, violin strings and piano reeds reveal
how timbre, intensity and volume influence tonal quality and mental reactions. It proves that a tone may cause change
of mood and evoke subtle responses; but it has no intrinsic power to generate emotion or Rasa.”[ 8]

Rabindranath Tagore was supported the music education and according to him music is an inseparable part of life. He
established a separate department for studying music, dance, and drama in Visva-Bharati University. Santiniketan(West
Bengal, India) which is known as “Sangeet Bhavana”.

Over all,music enriches a person for life. By brining music to the classrooms, colleges and universities are doing an
important job by encouraging students to sing. In my view of thinking, music should be a basic part of every institutional
education for developing our culture and society.
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