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Abstract
Folk music is an ancient form of music. This word comes from a German word “Volk”, it means “the people”. Every community 
or society in the whole world has their own traditional Folk music whether it is Chile, Germany or India. Especially India has 
a very rich and diverse culture of Folk music. Here I am writing about one of the most famous Folk music of Jharkhand that 
is “Khortha”. This language is spoken by approximately 1.5 Crores people of Jharkhand. The objective behind writing this 
article is to make society aware about “Khortha’s” beautiful folk music and its rich Folk culture. This article will give little bit 
of exposure to Khortha Folk music and it will help scholars who are working on Folk music. Descriptive research methodology 
has been used for writing this article. Khortha is such a beautiful and famous language of Jharkhand that it should also reach to 
different parts of India. And this is one authentic way of giving respect to this Language and its culture which it truly deserves. 
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Research Paper

Folk is a very famous yet very old word used for 
mass (The people). People who do not follow a 
specific culture or a tradition and make their own 

culture and tradition are also called folk. They usually 
do not believe in literature written by sociologists or 
writers. The word Folk is derived from the German 
word “Volk” which means “The people”. When we 
talk about Folk music; it is that kind of music that 
transfers from generation to generation orally. There 
is no particular teaching process like Indian Classical 
music or any other classical form. In Folk music usually, 
a family or a whole society gathers together to celebrate 
a wedding or function and they sing and dance, it is 
only the way of learning or teaching. Performance is the 
main way through which people learn folk music. It is 
also called rural music because the artists who perform 
folk music are uneducated, belong to rural areas and are 
uncivilized. In the Indian context, the word Folk has its 
synonym ‘Loka’ in (Hindi / Sanskrit) languages. This 
word ‘Loka’ is very ancient word and can be seen easily 
in Vedas, Upanishads, Natyashastra written by Bharata. 
‘Loka’ has been derived from the Sanskrit Dhatu ‘Loka 
Darshnein’ with ‘Dhan pratyaya’. It means to see the 
thing in front of you from your perception or point of 
view and the word Loka means perceiver (who sees). 

Therefore the entire ‘Jan Samudaya’ i.e. the common 
folk, that perceives is Loka. Many musicologists and 
researchers have been working on folk music for a long 
time and because of that, a huge difference of opinions 
can be seen about the synonym of folk. Once upon a 
time when the “Baudh Dharma” was so popular that time 
Lord Buddha’s preachings were in the “Loka Bhasha”. 
This is also a reason that why ‘Loka’ was considered to 
be the common folk and entire people living on the Earth 
are included in it. There are many different opinions of 
Philosophers / Researchers about the synonyms of folk 
and folklore. Different scholars and researchers have 
suggested different words for ‘Loka’/ Folk/ Folk-Lore. 
Dr. Hazari Prasad Dwivedi has suggested the word 
‘Loka Sanskriti’ for folklore.[1]

India is such a diverse country that one can hear many 
different genres of music at the same time. In every 26 
– 28 km the language changes so when we say that the 
language changes that means the tradition, the culture, 
the lifestyle also changes with it. Mark Twain once said 
‘India is the cradle of the human race also the birthplace 
of human speech. India is the mother of history, the 
grandmother of legend also the great grandmother of 
tradition. Our most valuable and most constructive 
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materials in the history of man are treasured up in 
India’.[2] There are 28 states and 8 union territories 
in India. Every state has its own language, Traditional 
beliefs, festivals, folk music, and folk literature. 
There is a state in India named ‘Jharkhand’. Jharkhand 
means a place full of trees and bushes. The word 
‘Jharkhand’ is mainly named after this meaning only. 
“On 15 November 2000 a history has been created and 
a new page on history has been added by partitioning 
Bihar into two states one is Jharkhand and another is 
Bihar”. [3] After a lot of fights and hunger strikes 
finally, Jharkhand’s people got their state. Jharkhand 
is very rich in different minerals and natural resources 
like Coal, Abrakh, Iron, Metals, Uranium, Thorium, 
and many more. Birsa Munda was the Pioneer 
Revolutionist who helped people to give a shape and 
its name to Jharkhand. Jharkhand shares its border with 
Bihar (North), Orissa (South), West Bengal (East), and 
Chattisgarh (West). According to the Forest Survey of 
India, 2019 and Census - 2011 area of Jharkhand state 
is 79,714 square Kilometre. Jharkhand’s capital is 
Ranchi. Different researchers and philosophers called 
Jharkhand by different names at different times. In 
Rigveda it was called “Kikatanaam Desho Anaarth”, 
in Atharvaveda it was called “Vratya”, in Vayu Puran, 
it was called “Murand”, in Mahabharat it was called 
“Pundrik”, in Mughal Kaal, it was called “Kukra/
Khukhra”, in East India Company times it was called 
“Chhotanagpur”. “Jharkhand” word has been found first 
of all in Archaeological evidence in the Copper Plates 
(Tamra Patra) in the 13th Century. There are mainly two 
rulers in Jharkhand who ruled for a long decade, they 
were ‘Gupt Ruler’ and ‘Gaud Ruler’.
In Vedic Literature, Jharkhand tribals have been known 
as “Asur”. Tribals have been living in Jharkhand from 
Palaeolithic time. One can see about different Tribals in 
Vedas. Nowadays Jharkhand’s Tribal has been called by 
different names like “Vanvaasi, Aadivaasi, Aadim Jaati, 
Girijan, etc. But in these names, Aadivaasi is the most 
popular name today. It means the people living from 
immemorial time. There are total of 32 different Tribes 
who live in Jharkhand but the most populated tribes are 
“Santhal, Uraanw, Munda, and Ho. ‘In the total of 32, 
there are 24 tribes that come under the mainstream and 
in that 24 tribes, there are 8 primitive tribes. Those are 
Birhor, Korwa, Asur, Phariya, Maal Pahaadiya, Souriya 
Pahadiya, Birajiya and Sabar.’[4]

Primitive Tribe’s livelihood has been fully based 
on Farming and animal hunting. Primitive Tribe 

communities are closely associated with nature, 
mountains, animals, fountains, etc. This is the lifestyle 
they always want. They always want to stay close to 
the environment and that’s why the Government of 
Jharkhand also tries to keep them close to nature so that 
they can always feel safe. They are living in Jharkhand 
since immemorial times and they are the torchbearers for 
the coming generation. It is the duty and responsibility 
of Government to give them livelihood and a place 
where they can always feel safe. Jharkhand holds 6th 
rank in terms of the Schedule Tribe (ST) population 
among the Indian states. [5] Jharkhand’s tribe has been 
mainly connected to the ‘Proto – Austroloyd’ species. 
According to George Grierson tribe communities have 
been divided into mainly two groups i.e. ‘Austrik’ and 
‘Dravid’. Most of the tribes who are living in Jharkhand 
are connected to the ‘Austro - Asiatic’ language family 
and the ‘Dravid’ language family. ‘Austro – Asiatic’ 
language family comes from ‘vernacular Austric family’ 
and ‘Dravid’ language family comes from South Asia.  
Jharkhand is overwhelmed by its Cultural identity. 
There are more than a dozen languages of which 9 are 
recognized at the state and national government level, 
as a means to exchange ideas and express the culture 
of the indigenous people living here. Every tribe has 
its own folklore, culture, art, and music. Jharkhand is 
very diverse in Folklore as 32 tribe communities are 
living in Jharkhand at present. Here we are especially 
talking about one of the most important Folk music 
of Jharkhand i.e. “Khortha”. Khortha is also known 
as Khotta or kortha. Some scholars believe that it 
is a dialect of the Magahi language and spoken by 
approximately 2 Crores population of Jharkhand. It is 
mainly spoken in 16 districts divided into two divisions 
i.e. North Chotanagpur and Santhal Pargana. In ancient 
time Khortha is mainly spoken by the ‘Sadan tribe’ 
but nowadays it is also used by different tribes for 
communication. Also, the contact between two different 
speaking communities and tribes and Sadan has been 
prevalent for ages in the form of language. There are 
different opinions about the connection of the Khortha 
language to a specific dialect. Some scholars find its 
origin in the Indus Valley Civilization, while some 
consider its development from nature itself, some 
scholars say that it is derived from the sound of nature. 
In fact, the nature – trend of khortha is rich in the 
influence of the Aryan language of the Agneya and 
Dravidian clans. Therefore, elements of the languages 
of the Agneya, Dravidian and Indo-European (Aryan) 
families are found in it. 
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Languages are the main identity of Tribes. One can 
easily know after talking to someone, which country or 
which area this man or woman belongs to. There are 
many people who believe that language is a barrier and 
It is indeed a barrier but where there is a barrier there 
is independence, borderless, infinity, and a different 
way to listen to the world. Language is one of the most 
important things for the survival of the human mankind. 
If a society, tribe, or community is lost the first thing 
which also lost with it is Language followed by culture 
and beliefs. If a language is lost, the knowledge, cultural 
aspects of that community become extinct. 
The Folklore of Khortha is very diverse and prosperous. 
Scholars believe that the elegant literature of Khortha 
was around 300 years old. But there is no solid evidence 
about it. For the past 300 years researchers, scholars 
have been continuously working on folklore, Literature, 
folk music, folk stories etc till date. There are many 
great folk musicians and poets have spent their whole 
life giving ‘Khortha folk music’ that kind of respect to 
which it truly deserves. Khortha language and its culture 
are full of sweetness and love. Putting some light on 
different opinions of different philosophers, researchers, 
artists about this beautiful language are as follows: 
 1. According to Dr. A. K. Jha Khortha is one of the 

most ancient languages which comes from “Sindhu 
Ghati Sabhyata” and ‘Kharoshthi’ was the script to 
write this language.[6]

 2. Dr. Gajaghar Mahto Prabhakar said that the 
Khortha language has been developed in ‘Magadhi 
Apbhrans’. [7]

 3. According to Dr. B. N. Ohdaar. Khortha came 
from nature itself and it is one of the most ancient 
languages. But nowadays one can see the effect of 
Mundari, Santhali, and Kudukh language on it. [8]

 4. Krishna Chandra Das Ala has been said that those 
people who use Khortha as their communication, 
use the term ‘Khorthi’ for nature. That’s why he 
believes that it came from nature only.[9]

Folk musicians or poets spent their whole life in 
searching for aesthetics and peace in any language or 
culture. They don’t want any fame or popularity for their 
writing or singing, their main motive is to spread and 
share the beautiful culture of folk music with all human 
beings. That is also one of the main reasons that why 
folk music always touches our hearts.
They spend their whole life like a normal human being 
spend it. They do not write or sing for money or any 

material things. The Folk artist’s imagination is so broad 
and deep that even sometimes it’s very hard for them 
to put it in words or write it down. Because usually, 
Folk artists are not well educated so they have their 
limitations but also with that they know how to create 
beauty in folk music with those limitations or boundaries 
only. Folk artists describe the processes that affect inner 
consciousness as a result of situations, environments, and 
events in their presentation or performance. The beauty 
and love that folk artist tries to awaken in humans, he 
or she first sees it in the world of imagination, finds it, 
then creates it on the basis and experiences of his life. 
The more active the instinct of folk artists, the more 
impressive and beautiful their creation or composition 
is. According to artist’s aesthetic sense, they create the 
beautiful into more beautiful and the indecent in the rasa 
of Bhadra. Due to this extreme sensitivity and alertness, 
the artists not only give splendor to his creation but also 
create extra attractiveness towards life. 
Khortha folk music is mainly associated with human 
life and their experience. It has such divine power, that 
it can awaken the same feelings in the heart and mind 
of listeners as the artists themselves. In every moment 
human mind generates different emotions it could be 
pain, sorrow, happiness, or anything, but the common 
people do not have the capacity to express their feelings 
in the language of impressive captivating singing. Their 
feelings rise in their heart and dissolve there only. No 
matter how sublime and refined they may be, people 
cannot get pleasure from it, and neither can the welfare 
of the world. The Folk artist has something unique 
from the ordinary humans. They have the power to 
express their feelings and emotions in such a common 
and beautiful way that it can take the heart and mind of 
ordinary humans wherever they want.
Khortha folk music has infinite numbers of beautiful 
compositions related to nature, human life, human love 
for animals, worship, festivals, and many such things. 
It is indeed beautiful. One can easily be attracted to the 
essence of beautiful Khortha folk music. When any folk 
artist performs or presents folk music his or her main 
purpose is to those who hear his/her voice should feel 
the same experience just as the artist feels. Because 
without it the purpose of folk music will not be fulfilled. 
Khortha folk music is so beautiful and pervasive that in 
order to give the form of rasa to the feelings of the mind 
of the rasikas, it has to create lyrics, poetry. Only then 
it comes out of the artist’s throat by taking shelter from 
the words and reaches to the core of the heart and gives 
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peace and pleasure while listening to it. Around 1600 and 
1700 AD there was a wave of Bhakti (Devotion) all over 
India and in that wave, it was very hard for Jharkhand 
to keep itself away from that wave. The wave of Bhakti 
also touched Jharkhand and gradually folk artists started 
to use it in their folk literature. Both of the streams of 
Bhakti ‘Sagun’ and ‘Nirgun’ were affecting many areas 
of Jharkhand. As a result of which the residents and 
society of Jharkhand got this, that after that period, one 
by one many beautiful compositions started to be seen 
and heard. That was a golden period of Khortha folk 
music. The credit for this goes to the fifth generation 
Raja Dalel Singh (Dal Sah) of Ramgarh state. Raja 
Dalel Singh was not only a majestic king, but he used to 
worship Shiva and had great faith in him. He was also a 
poet and a folk singer. After the sixties, Khortha literary 
works gained momentum. Writers call this period the 
Renaissance period of Jharkhandi literature. There are 
many specialties of Jharkhand, in which folk songs and 
folk civilization are not less than anyone. Apart from 
minerals, the land of Jharkhand is full of folk artists, folk 
civilization. The mind of Khortha folk artist is pure and 
clean like water. There is no deceit in their mind, that’s 
why there is no deceit of any kind in their folk music. 
The humanistic culture of the people here, the tendency 
of hard work by the people, the joint singing and dancing 
of male and female, the voices of the Mandar, the Flute 
and the brotherhood of the Sadans, and the Tribals here 
is unique. When Bhakti Andolan was at the peak of its 
limit all over India, at that time local languages had 
got an opportunity and help to develop. In that Bhakti 
period, folk artists and poets got encouragement to take 
their local language and folk music forward. There is 
also the main reason behind the encouragement of folk 
artists and poets as in that time Sant (Spiritual Saint) used 
to deliver their sermon in the local language. Usually, 
Saints have many followers and when they deliver their 
sermon in the local language it is very obvious that the 
local language also gets popularity and thus through 
the popularity of the local language folk artists and 
poets also get benefitted and encouragement. Because 
of these folk artists, philosophers, poets, writers got 
encouragement in that Bhakti period. Due to the Bhakti 
period gradually stability and maturity also came in folk 
art, due to which many pieces folk literatures and folk 
songs were created during that time. When all languages 
were getting encouragement, how could Khortha remain 
untouched by it? A lot of work was also done in that 
period in Khortha folk music and literature. In this 
period Khortha language developed a lot and after that 

many poets, singers, litterateurs composed many works. 
It takes time for any folk music to flourish. The 
composition of folk songs and literature had started in 
16-17 century itself. But after that, the Khortha folk 
music could not come to limelight for 200 – 300 years 
and there are many reasons behind it. But not even a 
single proof or evidence is found for these reasons. In 
the Khortha folk music, there is no particular learning 
process like ‘Guru-Shishya’ Parampara (Tradition) in 
Indian Classical music. The main process of learning 
Khortha folk music is through concerts only or by 
listening to someone randomly. Maybe that was also a 
reason behind Khortha folk music not being popular. 
Some scholars believe that maybe at that time Britishers 
were destroyed all the pieces of literatures and some 
believe that maybe litterateurs did not get shelter under 
any kingdom or king. Whatever the reason was, once the 
tradition of writing literature on a particular language 
starts, it never stops. Since the beginning of the 20th 
century, many prose, verse, literature, and songs have 
been seen in the Khortha language. At the beginning of 
the fourth decade of the 20th century, Khortha folklore 
and literature began to hoist thier glory. 

Classification of folk lore:
Khortha Prem Geet (Love song): Khortha language is 
a little easy language in comparison to other languages 
of Jharkhand. This is the reason that why Khortha slang 
is widely used in Jharkhand. The lifestyle of Tribal 
communities in Jharkhand is extremely simple. Due 
to this ease, when a person from outside steps into the 
soil of Jharkhand and talks to people, he or she feels a 
sense of belonging. It is the feeling of love that reaches 
from one person to another and makes him realize his 
own self. An example related to the feeling of love is 
presented in the Khortha folk song:

“सनु सांवरो गे, केकर लागी फुले केरी हाइर
 केकर लागी साजल¤ िसंगार, सनु...

सनु साजन रे, तोरे लागी फूले केरी हाइर
तोरे लागी साजली िसंगार, सनु साजन...|| 

िचइर - झाइर लेल¤ चइुÐह, खोप¤ खोइस लेल¤ फूल
हाँथे चड़ुी, नाक¤  बेसर, कान¤ लेले करनफूल
मड़ेु िटका आखँी काजर, सनु साँवरो....||

बीज ूबोन चलई ंआइझ, खलेबई हुवेँ राइस
कुहकतइ मनेक कोयल, आइ गेलई मधमुास
बाँट - बइ िहया के िपयार, सनु साजन....||
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हामरा नाये लागउ पितआर
सनु सांवरो गे....
सच ेकह िहयउ हाम¤ माइर
सनु साजन रे......||” [10]

In this poem, poet is explaining that the girl is saying to 
her beloved that for whom I have put on make-up, for 
whom I have put the flower necklace. She is telling that I 
have put on makeup and a flower necklace only for you. 
I have put lampblack on my eyes, put flowers on my ear, 
put tika on my forehead. She is saying to her beloved 
that come to the field we will play altogether. My heart 
of nightingale is saying that spring has come. 
Khortha Prakriti Geet (Nature song): Jharkhand 
is known as a place full of frutex and trees. From this 
only we can understand that Jharkhand is full of trees, 
forests, barren lands, rivers, ponds, etc. Here anyone can 
see and feel nature at its best. There are many poets and 
folk musicians who have penned the beautiful nature of 
Jharkhand in their poems and pieces of literatures. An 
example related to the nature in Khortha folk music is 
presented here: 

“फूल - फोर¤ झबरलई बोनवा रे सखी
बोने दने टाने हामर मनवा रे |

łप - रंगे साइज गेली
धरती नावा किनया भलेी
अइलइ जइसन लगन सगनुवा रे सखी
łप दखेी रीझ ेहामर मनवा रे.... |

मध ुमाखल सरेू-राव¤
कोयली - पपीहा गावे
धरती केर करेह ेबखनवा रे सखी
िहया हुचकल माने नाय कहनवा रे........|” [11] 

Here the poet is saying that the girl is telling her friend 
that the forest is looking so green and beautiful because 
every tree has flowers. And after seeing this my heart 
always goes there. It always calls me. Because of this 
vibrant greenery land of the forest looks like a new 
married girl. The holy time has come and I always feel 
very happy and calm after watching the forest like this. 
Bees are making honey and nightingales are singing. 
They both are singing altogether and explaining the 
beauty of this Earth. My heart is not even listening to 
me, it just wants to go there. 
Khortha Dharmik Geet (Religious song): India is such 
a diverse country that here the people believe that there 
are 36 Crores Gods and Goddess in India. Different tribe 

communities have different god and different beliefs. 
Especially the Tribes of Jharkhand have blind faith in 
Gods and because of that many works of literatures, 
poems have been written on religion, gods, festivals, 
sacrifice, worship, etc. Here one example is presented: 

“िहमालयेक मकुुट साजे िबÖवमोिहनी
जय - जय माँ भारत, जय माँ जननी |

गोड़ धोवे समदुर¤, िवंध मखेला कमअर¤
क¸छ - कामłप सोभ ेमाँयेक हाँथेक िकंिकिन
जय - जय माँ भारत, जय माँ जननी |

गंगा-काबेिरक धारा, उ°र-दिखन चहु ँओरा
कसमीर साजे माँयेक नाकेक नथनुी
जय- जय माँ भारत, जय माँ जननी |

सीधा-सादा पिरपाटी, जन-गनेक मनेक माटी
मिहमा अपार माँयेक सबुदनी
जय-जय माँ भारत, जय माँ जननी |

बन- पिरधन साजे, नाना रंगेक पइखंी राजे
लहर-लहर उड़े ितरंगा िनसानी
जय-जय माँ भारत, जय माँ जननी |” [12]

Here the poet is explaining the beauty of mother Earth. He 
is saying that Himalayas looks like the crown of Bharat 
Maa (Mother India). Oceans are always there to was the 
beautiful feet of Bharat Maa. Vindhyachal covers the 
waist of Bharat Maa from Mekhla. Kaccha and kaamrup 
temples look like the bangles of Bharat Maa. Ganga and 
Kaveri river always flows in every direction of North 
and South. Kashmir looks like a beautiful nose pin of 
Bharat Maa. Everyone is beautiful and has a pure heart, 
everyone’s heart is full of love and divine for Bharat 
Maa. There are so many glories of Bharat Maa which 
can’t even be described through words. Forests are full 
of trees, the lands are green, different types of birds live 
here, one can see the Flag of India everywhere. The flag 
always stays in the heart of every Indian. 
Khortha Deshbhakti Geet (Patriotic song): Every 
person has an attachment to his or her place of birth, no 
matter how far he\she may have gone. When a person 
feels alone in a foreign land, he\she remembers only the 
smell of Indian soil at that time. Having such a deep 
attachment to the birthplace also gives a sense of love for 
the nation. Folk artists of Khortha have been beautifully 
explained the tribe community’s love for their soil, their 
nation. One example has been presented here:
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 ये माँय गो माँय, अगो भारत माँय
तोरे नाम¤ हामीन दबेई िजनगी गवाँई
ये माँय.........|

माँयके कोखीं रह ेपइली मोटे नोउ महीना
तकर बाद¤ ताइ िजनिगक भार तोरे िठना
तोरे हावा, तोरे पानी, तोरे िदयल दहेी
तोरे िदयल सोभ ेमइँया, हािमन एखन जे ही
ये माँय.........|

हािमन तोरे पतुा भलेी, नाना, धरम - जाती
मानसु खाितर बारी हािमन िदल¤ पेरेमक बाती
कÆया कुमारीं रहथ चाह ेकािÔमर¤
जन - गन - मन मन¤ बांधल ह ेजंजीरे
ये माँय........|

तोरे गात¤ सोभइ मइँया तीन रंगेक लगुा
कोÆहो łप¤ नाञ उघरे तोर मडेुक घघूा
जोदी मदुय छुवे खोजत तोरा आपन हाँथ¤
तकर आग ूदबेइ जान बेटा होवेक नात¤
ये माँय.........| [13]

Here the poet is explaining that the Tribe communities 
in Jharkhand are so pure at heart that they are always 
ready to sacrifice themselves for saving the country. The 
tribes are saying that to honor the name of Bharat we can 
sacrifice our life without any blink. Our mothers kept us 
for 9 months in their womb but you (Bharat Maa) keeps 
us for our whole life without any complaints. You gave 
us food, shelter, water, air, you gave us body. You gave 
everything to us without any return or favor. We are 
your (Bharat Maa) son, you accepted everyone whatever 
the caste they belong to. Whether it is Kanyakumari or 
Kashmir, the National Anthem of our country tides us 
all in one single thread. You look so beautiful in three 
colors of clothes. No one can touch you in front of us. If 
anyone tries to look at you or touches you, we will kill 
them or sacrifice ourselves to save you. 

Some of the most important instruments used in 
Khortha folk Songs:

Mandar (मांदर) – This is one of the oldest Instrument 
used in Khortha Folk music. It comes under Rhythm 
Instruments. Some people call it by the name of 
“Tumdak”. In ancient time it was made up of Soil but 
nowadays there is a lack of good quality soil, so now 
It is made by draping goat leather on either side of the 

open ends of a circular wooden shell. It is played by 
hanging it on the shoulder with the help of a rope and 
striking it with two wooden sticks.

Shehnayi (शहनाई) – It is different from the “Shehnayi” 
used in Indian Classical music. Some Tribes call it 
‘Sanayi’. It is a blowing (Aerophonic instrument). 
Mainly it is used in Khortha Sanskar Lokgeet like on 
Wedding songs, birth ceremony songs, festivals, and 
other rituals. It is mainly used on auspicious occasions. 
It is made up of wood and brass. Seven holes are made 
in the wood and from where it is blown, emerald is used 
which is made from palm leaves.

Kartaal (करताल) – This instrument is made from Bronze. 
Its shape is circular and its upper part is protruding 
upwards. It is like two cups that are played by hitting 
each other. The rope is threaded through a hole at the top 
from where it emerges. It is played by trapping the same 
rope in the finger of the hand. 

Ektaara (एकतारा) – As the name of this instrument is, in 
the same way, it has also been created. It is one stringed 
instrument. In its lower part, the gourd is cut in half and 
half of it is covered with leather. Mainly it is used by 
sages and saints.
These are the main Instruments used in Khortha Folk 
music.
Titki Rai – Titki Rai was one of the most important 
litterature, folk singer, and poet in Khortha Folk 
music. He was such a gem that even Md. Sirajuddin 
Ansari ‘Siraj’ mentioned Titki Rai’s work in his book 
‘Khortha Khunta’. The composition of Titki Rai is such 
an invaluable treasure for Khortha-speaking and folk 
artists, which is not less than a work of any diamond 
jewel. Regarding his composition, "Girdhari Goswami 
Akash Khunti" has said that – “The songs and poetry 
composed by Titki Rai ji are so popular that today the 
people here remember his poems by heart, all the beggars 
ask for alms while recite his songs only”. [14] There are 
many researchers believe that Titki Rai’s father was also 
a renowned folk singer in Khortha folk music. Moti 
Rai was the father of Titki Rai, scholars believe that his 
voice was so stentorian that most of the time he used to 
sing Khortha folk songs in ‘veer ras’ only. 
Bhuneshwar Datt Sharma ‘Vyakul’ – He was born in 
17 March, 1908 in Giridih (Jharkhand). He was mostly 
known for his works on “Patriotic Songs”. When he was 
11 he left his home and came back after a long time and 
then he joined different protests to liberate this country 
from the Britishers. Many scholars believe that his 
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writings, poems and different literatures have been burned by the Britishers. 
There are many folk musicians and poets like Titki Ray, Bhuneshwar Datt Sharma, Sriniwas Panuri, Santosh Kumar 
Mahto, Vinay Tiwari to name a few who have spent their whole life writing and singing the beautiful and rich 
culture of Jharkhand. They have written on many different topics. But widely used topics by the poets and folk 
musicians are these four which I explained earlier. Once ‘Md. Sirajuddin’ said in his words that – 

खोरठाक प्राचीन सािहतकारेक मइध ेिततकी राय िजक नाम¤ खोरठा जगते कोÆहŌ मतभदे नख,े मतेकु सधु ेिततकी रायक नाम¤ सनुल हलŌ आर उनखर रचना कुछ 
रचना भार-िभखारी सभक महु¤ सलुन हलŌ [15]

It means one of the most famous folk singer and poet “Titki Ray” was so popular at in 19s that even beggars used to 
sing folk songs written by him. Khortha folk music is so vast and rich that it is impossible to store it in any books or 
texts, these are few things that are only available in today's time, which are very small or few to speak but none less 
than deep Ocean. Many people gave their lives to save Khortha folk music, that is why the credit for what is being 
available today goes to those people. There is love in Khortha folk songs, there is patriotism, there is a beautiful 
description of nature, which is rarely seen and heard in other folk songs of Jharkhand. In many situations, it was 
realized that the Khortha folk music was going to extinct, but from time to time such people came who not only 
saved it but also took it to a different level and place.
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