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“Manipur is known to

the world through its dance. The distinctive approach to

culture is best seen in the fact that the dance is religious

and its aim is spiritual experience. Development of music

and dance has been through religious festivals and daily

activities of lives.”  

“As a matter of fact, the culture of this land of Manipur

is keertan oriented. It can be said that there is no occa-

sion devoid of keertan here. keertan forms a prominent

background in any ceremony, from the day of birth upto

the last breath, in this land.”

“Sankeertana means

bahubhir militva, by intermingling various persons.

keertana means alone, and sankeertana means in the as-

sembly of many others.”
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“The talas and rhythm pattern range from 4 to

54 beats. The talas of Meitei drum consists of ragas and

tala prabandhas (when two or more talas are combined

in a single composition) in addition to the usual vistaras

and bols (a syllable uttered to accompany each move-

ment). some of the talas in pung are neither mentioned

by the texts of North India nor by those of South India.

They are creative expressions of the old ojhas/gurus in

their own way.”
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