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Issues and challenges in music pedagogy music as a subject in
schools

(MUSIC is world’s one of the best and oldest art among
other fine arts. It is the finest arts among all the fine arts.

The word music itself comes from the Greek word
‘musiki’, meaning all the arts of the nine Muses. According
to Swami prajnanananda “Indian music is considered as a
fine art for its finer taste and feeling. Besides, it helps to

create emotive feelings and intuitive perception of the

artistes and audiences. Indian music is foremost and finest
among other fine arts, architecture, sculpture, and painting.
Drama, poetry and others also create emotion and pleasure
but art of music surpasses them all for its direct charming

and soothing qualities.”[1] It ameliorates the mind, depurate
the emotions and elevates the soul through its melodious

and harmonious nature. Music is a thing of joy to everyone
as undisputed truth. Its influence has got a universal appeal
regardless of social status, race, religion, age, sex and

level of general education.

Education is the key for the development of society and
Nation. Music is an art and it is in the root of the universe
and is very closely related to education and knowledge.

Value of Music in Education:

School education is considered as student-centred. It
means, the overall development of students is the main
purpose of education. How music education will
accelerate students overall development is the important
aspect of this discussion.

Music can be considered as one of the basic needs of
man. Music education helps a child to develop his innate
abilities to the fullest extent, contributes to enrich his living
and develops confidence in his abilities. It draws out all
the distinct human qualities in man. The following passage
from Shakespeare’s ‘Merchant of Venice’ brings out the
above point very well: “The man that hath no music in
himself, Nor is not moved with concord of sweet sounds,
Is fit for treasons, stratagems, and spoils; The motions of
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his spirit are dull as night, And his affections,dark as Erebus,
Let no such man be trusted”’[2]

In the ancient Greek education which is held to be model

even today from the point of view of harmonious
development of man, “Gymnastics for the body and music
for the soul” summarised the spirit of education, Music

for the Greeks included all that was presided over by the

muses. Thus music represented all learning.

Music is a language by itself. It is possible to express

subtle thoughts and refined ideas through music. Music

helps us to express our thoughts, ideas and feelings. The

development of the creative power in an individual merits
his attention. Music originates wherever people have

feelings they wish to express or share with others.

Improvement of performance skills helps the individual to
become more proficient in expressing his thoughts, moods
or ideas. One learns to express by giving spontaneous

and uninhibited release to one’s feelings and ideas - by

actually using one’s own creative powers. The aim of
teaching of music in schools should be to help the children
to express freely their feelings, thoughts and ideas through
music.

The teaching of music when it comes to general education,
it trend to be considered as a “special subject”. Music

should be taken as the various branches of learning, such

as language, literature, poetry, history, and science. Music
is not only an art but a science also. Its study results in the
development of intellect, as well as the imagination. It is a
revelation higher than all science and philosophy.

Music can be extremely helpful in the all-round
development of the child. This subject single-handily
imparts balance, imagination insight, comprehension,
spontaneity, self-expression, discipline and dynamism while
entailing physical training. Through the medium of music,
the child can be inspired to develop Interest in academics.
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Man is a value-oriented animal and the education of man

should also be oriented towards values. The early Indian

literature emphasises the importance of virtue, (dharma

or aram), wealth (artha or porul), love (kama orinbam)

and liberation (moksha or vidu). But in the processing of
these basic values the intellectual aesthetic aspects play

an important role. Music is not only an embodiment of
aesthetic values but is able to stimulate awareness of social
and other values needed for reconstruction. Studies are

therefore needed in analysing music in terms of its value-

potential and in terms of its capacity to catalyse other

values.

Benefits of Learning Music in Education:

“Music is our oldest form of expression, older than
language or art; it begins with the voice and with our

overwhelming need to reach out to others. Music touches
our feelings more deeply than most words and makes us

respond with our whole-being. As long as the human race
survives, music will be essential to us. We need music, as

much as we need each other”’[3] Music is not merely a
form of recreation, but it helps strike an ideal harmony

between intellect and imagination. Its implications are

unlimited. It is a powerful medium of cultural exchange.

The importance of music in education, especially at school
level, cannot be denied.

To construct a united nation music has a prime role. India’s
present social condition is so restless that only music can

unite in a single string. The history of India is the history

of union and integration not of separation. All educationists
agree that national integration and international

understanding are twin aims which need to be built
effectively in the educational system. In a multilingual

country like India interlinguas comprehension would
definitely be a positive step towards national integration

but in view of the large number of languages in the country
it is difficult to realise it except in the case of certain

exceptional individual with polyglot gifts. On the other hand
integration through music of different regions in India is a
much more practical proposition since music has an

element of universality in it. Similarly music as a mode of
international understanding seems to have been worked

out in some American, British and other school systems.

Explorations in this direction would be a contribution

towards helping children to broaden their social circles.
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Music has a classic role enhance the beauty of the way
of utterance.The appeal of the music is universal.

Music helps also to enhance the memory power. As
an example, when a teacher asked a student which
time the kadam flower bloom in? The student could
not answer the question then the teacher mention the
quotation from the particular song “badala dineo
prothomo kadam phul”. That means the kadam flower
bloom in rainy seasons. It helps to recalls the particular
time of glooming of kadam flower.

Various subjects are taught with different strategies
in the classroom of the school, which is relatively
difficult. On the other hand, the joy and motion of
music is desired in education. Music is a thing of joy
for students.. Music will offer a lot of speed to them,
its make easier for students in the classroom to
assimilate different techniques and lot of information
from books. Swami prajnanananda says: “Music is
an art and beauty itself, because music is creative and
its creates the permanent luminosity of joy and
happiness in the heart of the peoples and when the
luminosity manifests exquisite lustre, which belongs
to grand nature, in the innermost cave of the heart,
he realizes it and this appreciation give him anandam
and jnanam that reside in him and he appreciates them
means he discovers them within himself. ”’[4]

The very complicated and negative sign of general
education is monotonous recitation and reading without
any understanding. Music can break this system by the
musical rhythm and variation with the presentation of the
topic or subject.

In the history of education, moral education is important.
In Schools, enough emphasis is given on religious
education, spiritual education and moral education. Since
from the Vedas, our eternal idealism and spiritualism seen
on the songs of medieval saints chants, singing of the
Vaishnava poets and writings of devotional songs
makers.Our Indian classical music is stands upon the
spiritualism. By the actual practice of music education,
students can observed a concept in the Spiritualism and
that will help to build their moral character. According to
Swami Vivekananda—“Music is the best fine arts and the
sublime worship to those who understand it”.

Music has a social dimension too. One of the most
valuable social aspects of music is that people of
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varying talents and backgrounds can participate
together. This is not only being achieved in the
socialistic countries and in the western democracies
today, but even in the caste divided Indian society,
Musician-sages have always attempted to bridge the
gulf between people through the use of music.

Methods Of Teaching Music In Schools:

According to the Hindi Shabdkosh, “The method by
which the teacher imparts knowledge to the student is
teaching techniques.”[5] (English
Translation) The formal methods which are adopted

known as

in imparting knowledge of music to students in the
class-room are referred to as teaching techniques.

Therefore, two techniques were chosen for
teaching:

(1) Traditional technique :

This refers to the technique which is generally used in the
teaching of music. In common class room teaching,
demonstration technique, question answer technique and
lecture technique are used to explain both the theory and

practice of music. The practicals are taught by use of
demonstration technique, in which the teacher
demonstrates by singing himself/herself, following which
the students learn by the technique of emulation. By using
the question-answer technique, the characteristics of the

Raga are explained during the course of practical teaching.

(2) New techniques :

Technology which has entered all aspects of life has made
inroads into education also, and a new branch called
educational technology is gaining more and more
importance within the discipline in school education, it’s
called audio-visual aids.

In the innovative teaching technique, the teachers were
first guided about the purpose of music education and
special instructions were given to them to see that the
students do not just repeat mechanically but develop a
musical sense. Development of a method for vocal
practice for an effective vocal practice, a method of vocal
practice has been developed suitable for the level of the
students.

The breathing exercises are extremely important for vocal
music practice. This leads to give a capability to control
the breathing while singing and gives a capacity to remain
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steady at some ‘swara’ for longer durations. But no such
breathing exercise is taught to music students in schools.
In the innovative teaching technique breathing exercise
was to be done by all students in the beginning of every
practical class.

To teach the students the importance of the base note
‘sa’ and to develop the capacity to sing in accompaniment
with the Tanpura all the seven notes. Teachers should
first get every student sing the ‘Sa’ note only, in
accompaniment with Tanpura and should check if the
capability of students in comprehending ‘Swaras’ is
improving or not. For the practice of all the 12 notes, they
should teach the students the fineries of the quality of
sound and the rise and fall of notes.

To make them recognize both ‘Shudha and Komal

Swaras’ and to practise singing each note individually. The
teacher should demonstrate by singing the ‘komal and the
shudha swara’ one after another repeatedly. After the

practice of the ‘Swara’ comprehension’, the teachers were
told to give practice of ’Sa-Pa-Sa’ and ‘Sa-Ma- Sa’ etc.

and to give practice of Alankar and Palte etc.

The schools should be introduce various types of joint
activities and initiatives such as choral singing on
various events and competitions from the early level
of education so that the students became very actively
involved as well as to serve the good common social
relations in front of them. The teacher must set well-
defined objectives, aims and targets.

Folk songs should be taught before instruction is imparted
in classical music. In the early history of man music was
closely related to social life. Folk songs accompanied
various work experiences. Ceremonies associated with
religion and various aspects of the growth cycle were
celebrated with songs. This implies that informal music
education also must have been part and parcel of the life
of early man. This calls for a revolutionary approach to
music education both in and out of school.

Audio-visual aids

In class room teaching, it is a recognized psychological
fact that the attention of the student is always drawn
towards new things. The teacher must always adopt new
methods and new tools and should constantly draw the
attention of the pupil towards the subject and should not
make the teaching session monotonous and dull. The audio-
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visual aids help the teacher in introducing new ideas and
will not permit the attention of the child to go astray and
also creates a proper atmosphere for classroom teaching.

Due to large student strength in music classes, the teachers
are never able to give individual attention to their students.
In the innovative teaching technique, a method is so

devised that the teacher may pay individual attention by

rotation so that at least once in two or three classes the

teacher can hear each student and point out their mistakes
with the help of Audio-visual aids. In this technique one

day in every week was set apart for teaching with the

audio-visual aids. With the help of these aids the students

were not only given the course material but also items of
general knowledge.

Audio Cassettes with course material for practice at their
respective homes were distributed to all students. The

Hearing in the context of Music implies the development
of the capacity to hear the Music with full concentration.

This is the first step for success in Music. One has to

develop the capacity to hear the music, even one’s own,

with minute observation. He should be able to recognise

the various sounds, the Harmony, the contrast, the rhythm,
the movement of notes of different sounds, the melody
and should be able to recollect the music once heard: One
Should be able to identify the instruments used and the

voices of singers.

Basic aspects for improvement 0f school music
education:

2

% Music should be made an integral part of the
curriculum as one of the compulsory subject from
the kindergarten to High School classes.

% Modern scientific equipments like Radio, Television,
Tapes, C.D, and Records should be made available
to children from the beginning of their education in
music to enable them to acquire skills in listening,
singing etc. The C.ds, Records etc. must be
carefully chosen to cater to the taste and ability of
the children and lead them on to develop their skill
in listening, singing and creativity etc.

% Proper text books and materials for imparting music

education in Indian music should be prepared on

the models of those in the western system for all
classes—from the infant classes to high school
standards.
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» The gulf between the professional musicians and
amateurs as well as between the professional music
training and music education in schools should be
minimised by adopting a uniform system of training
toall.

< Children of general schools should be allowed to
become familiar with musical instruments and those
of the professional institutions must be put to learn
to play on at least two musical instruments, one
stringed and one percussion.

% Awareness to rhythm of music can be cultivated
through correlated activities like hand-clapping, foot-
stamping and finger snapping and through speech
patterns instead of giving oral explanation.

% Group singing should be encouraged to make
children overcome any shyness andget into the mood
of singing.

% The belief that music cannot be taught to everybody
should be erased from the mind. Steps should be
taken to train all at least to listen to and appreciate
good music. In fact the great musicians of the past
have shown that not only best music but also great
intellectual and spiritual values through music can
be brought to common people as much as they
themselves have imbibed high ideas of music,
literature and spiritual culture from them. So
attempts should be made to provide music learning
to all, not for making them render like experts or
musician saints but at least to love and appreciate
music.

Conclusion:

Music should be equally placed as other subjects in schools
from the primary level to higher level. The teaching of
music when it comes to general education, it trend to be
considered as “special subject”. Music should be taken
as the various branches of learning, such as language,
literature, poetry, history, and science. Now a day, we
can see a little bit of implementation. In these days we
can see music taken as a subject of education in some
schools although not in every school. Music education
should be placed in our overall education systems at all
levels from primary to the highest level of education.
Through the untiring efforts of the government and the
educationists music received prominence as a subject in
the secondary schools. By and by, music came to be taught
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as a subject in the higher secondary. There is still need for music is to be included properly in all schools as part of the
curriculum of ordinary education. All schools are yet to include it as a compulsory subject in the primary classes, and
as an optional subject at the lower secondary and higher secondary. In fact, the school’s environmental initiatives
programs should be organized in that way, it will be the most interesting part in everyday life of a student; where they
will gain the greatest joy and peace for the day. However, it is unrealistic to expect that everyone would be
artificer in a short-term school teaching and collective teaching. But our expectation, each of them would be
true music lover. Moreover, almost everyone will gain the ability to sing or play music.
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