
ISSN No. 2349-4654

Naad-Nartan Journal of Dance & Music

ISSN  No. 2349-4654

Volume : 4, Issue : 1, January 2017

Naad - Nartan Journal of  Dance & Music Volume 4, Issue : 1, January 2017
Email : naadnartanjdm@gmail.com

Research Scholar, Department of Music, M.D. University, Rohtak

we think of traditional Indian education, the

term ‘Guru ShishyaParampara’ immediately comes to

mind. The legacy of Indian knowledge and art forms has

historicallybeen passed on from one generation to another

through the tradition of‘Guru ShishyaParampara’. In

particular, it has been one of the most efficient and tested

systems of learning Indian classical music where the

student receives training from his /her Guru and develops

a bond of respect, trust and admiration. Indian classical

music has historically been an oral tradition where the

student learns under the tutelage of a Guru and pursues

and studies intricacies and nuances of various scales/

Raagas. Over the course of years, traditional ways of

learning have continued to survive, placing an emphasis

on personalbond between the teacher and student.

However, music education has also witnessed various

changes with time. Music has been institutionalized in

schools and universities as a subject with a set syllabus

and system of gradation.Also, with the advent of electronic

and digital media, learning from a distance has become a

possibility. Many students do not have the time or financial

freedom to love full time with their guru absorbing musical

knowledge and neither do their teachers. The time

honoured teacher student relationship is now being re-

contextualised. As both teacher and student negotiate a

fast paced globalized cultural market place, they are

beginning to turn to digital media and communication as

way of furthering talim or learning.[ ]

One of the most significant ways in which the process of

learning Indian classical music has changed, is the access

for students and music enthusiasts to the vast digital

resources on classical music. All these changes in the

Classical music education have their own merits and

demerits but no one can deny the fact that they have

helped in the propagation and democratization of Indian

classical music and have led to a large number of students

taking up Music as a stream of studies.

In the last couple of decades, there has been an enormous

surge in the development of technology. Inventions

beginning from gramophones to Radio, Television and then

the computer and World Wide Web,have completely

changed the way we perceive and experience music. This

has not only had a huge impact on the general listeners of

Indian classical music but also on the system of music

education in India.

With the arrival of computers, compact discs, DVDs and

especially Internet, we have entered a Digital age where

there is endless information in the virtual space which

can be accessed by students. This is an age of Digital

media, Digital media basically refers to audio, video, and

photo content that has been encoded (digitally

compressed). Encoding content involves converting audio

and video input into a digital media file such as a Windows

Media file. After digital media is encoded, it can be easily

manipulated, distributed, and rendered (played) by

computers, and is easily transmitted over computer

networks.[ ] Digitized content (text, graphics, audio and

video) that can be transmitted over internet or computer[ ]

is a part of Digital media.

This helps them to form opinions and gain knowledge in

their respective fields and further strengthen their research

and critical abilities.If one is hungry for knowledge or

information related to the field of music, there is enormous

amount of information available just a click away. Apart

from computers, we have all sorts of digital and electronic

equipments such as phones, ipads, tablets etc which have

made it much easier for students of Indian music to acquire

knowledge.

Digital media can be seen as an extension of electronic

media where unlike TV and radio, you are not only

provided programmes on various music artistes and

performances but you are also equipped to actively search

about a particular topic or artiste.It is basically media of

mass communication where the information stored through



ISSN No. 2349-4654

digital technology is being provided to or is readily

accessible by people. This is done through the technology

of internet where people from around the globe can

connect and access knowledge from their respective

computers, phones, tablets etc.

The arrival of computer technology and internet has

completely revolutionized the way we perceive and imbibe

Indian classical music. It is essential to mention the ever

growing websites on Indian classical music which are full

of information about the Raagas, compositions and also

contain a lot of articles on a range of topics related to

Indian music. Some of the websites students of Indian

classical music should definitely refer toare -

http://www.parrikar.org/

https://www.swarganga.org/

raag-hindustani.com/

www.surgyan.com/

www.carnaticindia.com/

www.swarsaptak.com/

www.tanarang.com

www.itcsra.org

www.musicindiaonline.com

www.culturalindia.net

These websites are significant in terms of all the

information they make easily accessible for the students

of music. For instance, www.parrikar.org is a very

interesting website founded by ShriRajanParrikar who is

a great music enthusiast. Here one can find digitally

archived rare recordings and performances of some of

the past greats. RajanParrikar has discussed many ragas

and their characteristics as well. While discussing the

Raaga and its movements he has also shared pieces sung

by various past legends and analyzed it thoroughly which

will help educate various students of music and artistes

on the detailed intricacies of the raaga. Similarly, sites like

swarganga.org and www.tanarang.com have provided

complete description of the various ragas, their Pakad,

aaroh–avroh, jati, Thaat etc. Even the links of bandishes

in every raaga have been provided and they have also

mentioned the Taala and tempo in which the composition

would be sung. Streaming music and listening to it online

is also gaining popularity. Sites like musicindiaononline.com

and ITunes are famous for streaming various forms of

Indian classical music.

Apart from websites, there are various digital platforms

likeYouTube which has become one of the most popular

websites for watching videos and audios of various famous

classical artistes. YouTube is a video-sharing website on

which users can view, upload and share videos. It displays

a wide variety of user-generated video content, which

includes music videos. YouTube has become the easiest

way of sharing a video clip of any performance by a

classical artiste and is commonly used by most of the

artistes at present. It has become a great promotional/

sharing tool among musicians to promote themselves and

bring their skills to notice. From the perspective of music

education, websites such as YouTube prove to be an

absolute blessingwhere one can watch performances by

the current maestros and become learn fromthem. One

also gets to watch and listen to past legends, watch their

rare video and audio footage and get inspired. We can

find some rare recordings of Us. Abdul Wahhed khan, Us

Faiyyaz Khan, Us. Abdul Kareem khan and rare video

footage of Us. Amir Khan saab, Pt. Bhimsenjoshi etc.

which have been uploaded on the YouTube by some

generous music lovers and are a treat for our musical

ears. It also has countless videos of performances,

workshops or Lec- Dems by legends like Us. Rashid khan,

Pt Ulhaskashalkar, Pt, Ajoychakrovorthy as well as

talented young vocalists such as Arshad Ali khan,

OmkarDadarkar, Kumar Mardoor etc. The ‘YouTube

Phenomena’ has changed the way music is produced,

promoted, shared, and consumed. From introductory

Youtube tutorials to more nuanced demonstrations of raga

theory, Youtube is now offering a multi faceted guru

experience, at whatever time of day or night, in the privacy

of your own fibre optic cable.[ ]

The concept of online classes has also brought a new

dimension to the Gurushishya system of teaching. Online

is the condition of being connected to a network of

computers or other devices, The term is frequently used

to describe someone who is currently connected to the

internet.[ ] Due to facility of internet and software

applications like Skype, one can have music lessons from

their teacher even if they are in different cities, countries

or even continents. One only needs to have a computer

or a laptop with a web cam with a good internet connection

which will connect to the system of the other person sitting

in a different city or country by making an audio/video

call. Online music classes are a huge draw among the
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young brigade of learners. Gurus also have remodelled

themselves to the changing times and have become savvy

with technology.[ ] Nathan Archana,’Virtually Music ’

Web URL: http://www.thehindu.com/features/friday-

review/music/virtually-music/article4905132.ece

Initially it was difficult for people to digest this concept,

but now more and more artistes are coming forward to

impart classes through online lessons to the students,

especially those who are living in different cities and

abroad. Reputed Artistes like Pt. Ajoy Chakrovorthy, Dr

Vikas Kashalkar, Pt. TusharDutta are also conducting

online classes. If we visit sites like www.ajoychakrovorthy.

com and www.shadajmadhyam.com, we will find a special

page for online classes from these masters.Pt.

AjoyChakrabarty has shared his views in aYoutube clip

titled “Why Online Classes” discussing the reason

behindgrowth of online classes. Ajoyji mentions that

nowadays artistes have their websites and can be

contacted through their email addresses, and how online

classes are a way forward to promote and teach Indian

music to students and they are somewhat substituting the

‘Guru ShishyaParampara’ by creating a certain relationship

between a student and a teacher.[ ] ‘Shankar Mahadevan

academy’ started by famous Bollywood singer and

Carnatic music exponent is also a venture which has

brought quality Indian music education online.Chaitra

Sontakke, a Hindustani classical musician and a teacher

developing the teaching methodology for the Academy,

has been hooked to online teaching for the past one year.

She shares her experience of teaching online lessons “I

conduct 20 classes in a week. Sometimes, a class starts

at 6 am, other times it is in the night. Although, a bit different

from the traditional ways of teaching music, still we develop

a bond with the students who are from different parts of

the world. Maybe the physical connect is missing but one

saves a lot of time and energy and there is no break in

learning.”[ ] Similarly in India, more and more people have

started taking online lessons with the purpose of being in

touch with and learning from their gurus.

The culture of online and distance classes was especially

prevalent in Southern India but now it is gaining momentum

in north India as well. The objective here is to use

technology to let the aspiring student find his or her Guru

and vice versa, even if they are in different parts of the

world, and to provide a platform to bridge the geographical

divide, to enable the student to learn from the Guru, in an

environment that mimics as closely as possible, a face-to-

face learning experience. Platforms like Shadajmadhyam

are conceptualized as an I-Gurukul that host workshops

over the Internet, on different topics of focused interest

for the serious students. The idea is to build a Database

of Teachers all over the world, who would be interested

in using the power of the Internet to connect with aspiring

students. The teachers can then teach students face-to-

face in a conventional classroom if the student can be

physically present, or use the i-Gurukul platform to teach

students around the world, in a “Virtual Classroom”

environment.[ ]

The significance of the teacher-disciple bond as the basis

of Indian classical music can never be diminished or

replaced by anything. Indian classical music is essentially

spiritual in nature. Learning classical music is not only

about learning the technique and theory of music. It also

represents a way of life, a respectful attitude towards the

art and the connection between the teacher and student

plays an indispensable role in that education. Moreover,

the assistance of a learned teacher is needed to guide a

student in the correct direction while exploring the various

intricacies of the ragas and to correct when a student

deviates from the path. The purity of this ancient art form

can only be maintained to some extent when the age old

traditions are respected and trusted.Having said that, all

the aids and resources, if used correctly and under the

guidance of Gurus, can help a student grow immensely.

Exposure to various techniques and approaches can prove

to be an inspiration and an important aid to one’s education.

One cannot and should not refrain from taking advantage

of the immense knowledge available today for aiding and

improving the instructional and learning experience of

classical music. Availability of all this knowledge at one’s

finger tips is a step towards democratization and it needs

to be appreciated without getting swayed by it. There is

need to maintain a balance between the traditional systems

and new tools and by correctly negotiating between the

two with the help of a guru, one can hope to attain a

correct attitude towards learning Indian Classical music

that leads to true knowledge.
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