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Message

I must convey my sincere thanks to the Deptt. of Music, University of Hyderabad, for inviting me as
a guest speaker for the opening remarks about the seminar. It was a great honour for me talking on
voxology. As I said in my address that not much reading material was available on this topic while I
was teaching in the university. [ used to search a lot on voxology but fail. I had to take classes of M.
A. students on voice culture. After a rigorous search in the library I got at least some material for them
but it was available in English language only and I had to teach them Hindi. In brief [ must say that
the material on this topic is still not available at one place.

I appreciate your broad vision on organizing a two-day seminar on Voxology. It would help in creating
a well-researched material by the experienced experts on the subject along with research papers
presentation by the research scholars coming from different universities.

All the distinguished speakers were of par excellence. They covered all the possible aspects of
Voxology. It would help singers, teachers, researchers and enthusiasts to understand and improve their
vocal skills, technique and knowledge. It was a great learning experience while listening to speakers
and research scholars.

As per our discussion, it would be a great pleasure for the Naad Nartan to extend it’s technical partner
for publishing all the articles in our journal. It would be our first experience publishing research
articles as copartner with your department. I hope in future too will cooperate with each other.

I appreciate and thank you for your hospitality and support.

Chief Editor

Prof. Ravi Sharma

Former Dean and Head, Department of Music,
Mabharshi Dayananad University, Rohtak

Email: naadnartanjdm@gmail.com
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Message

It is with great enthusiasm that we present this special edition of our journal, dedicated to the fascinating
(but rarely discussed in academics) field of Voxology.

This collection of articles is an outcome of the national seminar, “Embodied Expressions: (Exploring
the Science and Artistry of Voice in Indian Music” conducted by the Department of Music on
February 01 and 02, 2024. Scholars, researchers, and practitioners from around the country gathered
to share their insights and expertise on Voxology at the two-day seminar, supported by the Institution
of Eminence, University of Hyderabad.

‘Naad Nartan’ Journal of Dance and Music, a refereed and peer-reviewed UGC-CARE Listed Journal,
offered to be the publication collaborator.

The conference was a resounding success, highlighting the multidisciplinary nature of Voxology
and its significant impact on various domains, including linguistics, communication, musicology,
voice culture, skills and techniques in Indian classical music, encompassing Carnatic and Hindustani
traditions, regional folk, devotional, and popular music. The diverse range of topics discussed and the
depth of research presented underscored this field's dynamic and evolving nature.

You will find the most compelling papers presented at the conference in this journal. These articles
cover a wide spectrum of topics, linguistic perspectives on articulation and diction, the exploration
of vocal styles and genres, acoustics, anatomy and physiology of Voice, breathing techniques, gender
dynamics, improvisation, speech and language therapy, case studies, psychological aspects of singing
and diverse perspectives on Voxology in music pedagogy. Each paper has undergone rigorous peer
review to ensure the quality of the highest standards.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the authors, reviewers, and conference participants and
the organisers—the Department of Music--whose dedication and hard work made this publication
possible. Acknowledgements are also due to Naad Nartan.

As you delve into the pages of this journal, we hope you will be inspired by the innovative research
and thought-provoking discussions that took place at the seminar. May this journal serve as a valuable
resource and a source of inspiration for all passionate about the study of voice and its myriad
applications.

Happy reading!
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(Vasuki Belavadi)
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Message

The Department of Music, University of Hyderabad, is delighted to collaborate and publish this special
edition of Naad-Nartan (a UGC CARE-listed journal), featuring the research articles presented during
the Two-day National Seminar titled ‘Voxology: Embodied Expressions (Exploring the Science and
Artistry of Voice in Indian Music)’, held during February, 2024 with the support of the Institution of
Eminence, University of Hyderabad.

This pioneering Seminar by the Department brought together eminent scholars, musicians, and
practitioners to explore voice as a prime instrument of artistic, emotional, and spiritual expression
in Indian music. Voice culture, deeply intertwined with both the science of vocal production and
the artistry of musical expression, was examined through diverse perspectives, making it a truly
multidisciplinary endeavour.

The research articles presented herein encompass a wide array of perspectives, offering insightful
explorations into the historical, scientific, and aesthetic dimensions of voice culture. These studies
not only enrich our understanding of the technical and creative facets of vocal music but also provide
actionable insights for practitioners and educators to carry forward the legacy of Indian music in
contemporary contexts, underscoring the importance of nurturing and sustaining the voice as a living
tradition in Indian music.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the distinguished Guests and Speakers, Participants, Students
and Collaborators for their invaluable contributions and for having made the Seminar a landmark event.
We also thank Naad-Nartan for partnering with us in bringing these valuable research contributions
to a wider audience.

Hope this special issue will serve as a beacon for fostering a deeper appreciation of the Voice in Indian
music—a timeless embodiment of culture, emotion, and spirituality.
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Message

As we present the seminar proceedings of the National Seminar on ‘Voxology: Embodied Expressions’,
we share a diverse collection of insights, research, and perspectives pertaining to voice culture. This
seminar, the first of its kind organised by the Department of Music, marks a pizoneering effort in our
academic journey, focusing exclusively on the specialised theme of Voxology. It has brought together
scholars, performers, and educators who share a passion for understanding and advancing the art and
science of voice. Through this publication, we aim to capture the essence of these discussions and
provide a lasting resource reflecting the depth and breadth of this unique field.

As the associate editor, I sincerely thank all contributors and scholars who made this seminar a
success. | heartily thank Prof. Ravi Sharma, the Chief Editor, Naad Nartan, for accepting the request
to collaborate and publish the seminar proceedings.

I hope this publication proves to be a valuable resource for anyone interested in the multifaceted study
of voice and the readers will find inspiration, knowledge, and perhaps new questions to explore within
these pages.
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